
FROM THE DESK OF MSGR. TOSI --- 
 On this Fourth Sunday of Advent the Gospel recounts the visit of the Angel 
Gabriel to Mary to announce the good news that she was to “conceive in your womb 
and bear a Son, and you shall name him Jesus.”  There is perhaps no greater Advent 
figure than the Virgin Mary for by her response to Gabriel the Son of God took flesh in 
her womb.  In humble faith and trust she accepted God’s will:  “Behold, I am the 
handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done to me according to your word.”  And the word 
was made flesh. 
 The Gospel, however, mentions another person in the story of Christ’s birth.  
Did you notice who?  Mentioned in only a few words this person also submitted his life to the will of God.  
Gabriel was sent to a virgin “Betrothed to a man names Joseph, of the house of David”. 
 Often overlooked in the Christmas story, Joseph is another Advent figure who opened his heart to 
God’s plan and in so doing was given the privilege of watching over Mary and her child Jesus.  Little is 
known of Joseph, yet what we do know is of his great trust, active faith and gentle love of God.  Joseph 
opened his heart and life to God and humbly fulfilled God’s plan for him. 
 For both Joseph and Mary this “yes” to God’s will was repeated many times throughout their lives 
often at great cost and suffering but always in joyful acceptance.  Their yes was often at great personal 
sacrifice requiring change and an abandonment to God’s will and grace.  And in so doing they cooperated 
with God’s plan of salvation giving the world our savior. 
 On this last Sunday of Advent as Christmas draws near, both Mary and Joseph challenge us to 
become Advent figures - humbly yielding to God’s will; welcoming the Lord as He comes to us; giving birth 
to Christ here and now by the Christian lives lived in faith, hope and love. 
 I take this opportunity to extend a sincere invitation to all our parishioners, their relatives, our 
neighbors and friends to join us for Christmas at Saint Luke.  For your convenience a Mass Schedule for 
Christmas and New Year is included in this bulletin. 
 May the joy of this coming Christmas fill our hearts and motivate our lives to witness to the true light 
Jesus Christ. 
 God bless. 
        Let us pray for one another, 
 
 
 
A request for prayers --- 
 is being made for Sister Catherine Reilly, O.P. who is not feeling well.  We have offered                  
Sr. Catherine our support in any way it is needed.  Please keep Sister Catherine in your prayers for a speedy 
recovery. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent                                 18 December 2011 
Saint Luke Church, Whitestone, New York 

The Campaign Prayer 
Memorare 

 Remember, O most compassionate Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone 
who fled to your protection, implored your assistance, or sought your intercession, was left 
unaided.  Inspired with this confidence, we fly unto you, O Virgin of Virgins, our Mother; 
to you we come; before you we kneel sinful and sorrowful.  O Mother of the Word            
Incarnate, despise not our petitions, but in your clemency hear and answer them.  Amen. 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
 

CHRISTMAS 2011     NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Solemnity of the Nativity    Solemnity of Mary, 
 of the Lord      Mother of God 
 
Confessions will be heard on    NEW YEAR’S EVE   
Saturday, December 17     Saturday, December 31 
2:30pm to 4:30pm     Mass at 5:00pm 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES   NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Saturday, December 24     Sunday, January 1 
4:30pm       7:30am 
6:00pm       9:00am in Italian   
        10:30am 
The Mass at Midnight    11:45am 
Carol singing beginning at 11:30pm   1:00pm 
Mass at Midnight 
        There is NO 5:00pm Mass on  
CHRISTMAS DAY     New Year’s Day. 
Sunday, December 25 
7:30am 
9:00am in Italian 
10:30am 
11:45am        
1:00pm 
There is NO 5:00pm Mass on Christmas Day. 
 
At all the Christmas Masses, the first  
collection before the readings is for the 
support of the parish.  The second 
collection at the Offertory of the Mass is 
for Catholic Charities. 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 As a community of believers in Jesus Christ and in Communion with the universal church, we 
strive to follow the Lord’s command to love God and one another.  Rooted in word and sacrament, we 
grow together as a  Eucharistic community inviting all to the Good News of Jesus. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY CORNER --- 
 Our Youth Group had their 1st Annual 
Christmas Party on Saturday, December 
10th in the school hall.  We had a DJ, pizza 
and sweets.  The young people danced and 
collected 175 pairs of hats and gloves for 
under privileged kids in Brooklyn.  There 
were over 100 young people in attendance.  
We will meet again in January for a movie 
night. 
      
    Fr. Vincent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 To Eddie Weisenburger and the 
Knights of Columbus, Msgr. Francis J.     
Dillon Council for donating the music and 
pizza for our 1st Annual Youth Group 
Christmas Party!  Thank you, Eddie! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRE-JORDAN PROGRAM --- 
 If you are planning a Baptism, please 
note the following dates: 
 
Baptism Sunday  Baptism Class
       
                   Dec. 19 
Jan. 8 & 22   Jan. 9 
Feb. 12 & 26  Feb. 13 
March 11 & 25  March 19 
 
 For more information, please call the 
rectory at 718-746-8102. 
 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
 
 The Golden Age 
Club will have their first 
meeting of the new year 
on Thursday, January 12 
at 1pm in the school 
hall.  Please remember there will be NO 
meetings for the month of December.  
 We look forward to seeing you on 
January 12th and wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a healthy and happy New 
Year! 
 
  

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
December 11    $12,561 
Amount Needed  $13,425 
Envelopes Mailed     1883 
Envelopes Received      707 



ANNUAL CATHOLIC CHARITIES COLLECTION --- 
 
 Bishop DiMarzio invites all to join him in this year’s Annual Catholic 
Charities Collection.  The collection takes place at all Christmas Masses.  
Please return the special Catholic Charities envelope from your envelope 
packet with your gift.  If you did not receive a printed envelope, we ask you 
to use your own blank envelope and mark it for “Catholic Charities”.  Bishop 
DiMarzio urges all to join in sharing God’s love with families and children in 
need by giving generously to this year’s Charities Christmas collection. 
 
 
 

                            Catholic Charities Brooklyn & Queens 
Christmas Collection                                                                       
December 25, 2011 

 
 During these uncertain times, so many of our neighbors rely on Catholic Charities for 
support with basic needs and the tools to achieve self-sufficiency.  Catholic Charities needs 
you to continue providing invaluable opportunities and above all, hope to our children and 
families. 
 
 This year, nearly 91,250 individuals were served through Catholic Charities including: 
 
 82,500 food packages distributed to the hungry. 
 11,800 people given immediate and long term assistance at our Community Centers. 
 3,700 individuals in prevention, refugee resettlement, and youth development           
 programs. 
 8,200 older adults through case management and at 16 senior centers. 
 5,600 people with behavioral health services. 
 2,400 children in 21 Head Start and day care centers. 
 
 With your help, Catholic Charities is changing lives and building communities. 
 
 Thank you for giving generously to Catholic Charities. 
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HOLY NIGHT BRIGHT STAR  
SPONSORED TREES 2011 

 
1.  In memory of the DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE GALLO & BALLERAS FAMILY 
 Sponsored by Alfred, Maria & Lucia Gallo 
 
2. In memory of MARY ANN DEMMET 
 Sponsored by Ronald Demmett 
 
3. In memory of EILEEN C. MURPHY 
 Sponsored by Your Loving Family 
 
4. In memory of THOMAS J. SNEE 
 Sponsored by Midge Snee 
 
5. In memory of JOHN PURICH 
 Sponsored by Kay & David Purich  
 
6. In memory of ROBERT & MARIE RAPERTO 
 Sponsored by Bernice Raperto 
 
7. In memory of THE PETRETTI FAMILY 
 Sponsored by Lucy Petretti 
 
8. In memory of JASON VECCHIONE 
 Sponsored by The Vecchione Family 
 
9. In memory of ANGELA D’AMBROSE 
 Sponsored by Victoria, Alex & Elaine Mastronardi-Kurz 
 
10.In memory of JOHN CARR 
 Sponsored by Helen Livlanich 
 
11.In memory of THE SANTORELLI FAMILY & THE TERI FAMILY 
 Sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Teri 
 
12.In memory of PATRICK LYNCH 
 Sponsored by The Lynch Family 
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13. In memory of ENRICO & LUCY TOSI 
  Sponsored by Msgr. John C. Tosi 
 
14. In memory of ROSE MARIE MUSCHITIELLO 
  Sponsored by The Blascovic and The Lynch Families 
 
15. In honor of ST. LUKE’S FACULTY 
  Sponsored by Faculty 
 
16. In memory of KATHY BATEMAN 
  Sponsored by Al & Joan Bateman & Family 
 
17.  In honor of ALL VOLUNTEERS - PAST & PRESENT 
  Sponsored by the St. Luke’s Athletic Association 
 
18. In memory of ANA SOFIA ARANGO 
  Sponsored by The Arango-Gomez Family 
 
19. In memory of NICOLO CEGLIAN 
  Sponsored by Chiara Ceglian 
 
20. In memory of LUCILLE REIMAN 
  Sponsored by Robert Reiman 
 
21. In memory of GEORGE & MARIE LEONARD 
  Sponsored by D’Ambrosio Studios 
 
22. In honor of KEVIN FREILE & FELLOW SEMINARIANS 
  Sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Charles Freile 
 
23. In memory of JOSEPH TROTTA 
  Sponsored by The Trotta & Balsamo Families 
 
24. In memory of RICHARD ANTHONY COLLETTI 
  Sponsored by The Colletti Family  
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HOLY NIGHT BRIGHT STAR 
SPONSORED TREES 2011 

(continued) 
 

25.  In memory of PIETRO & MADDALENA ZUCCARELLO 
  Sponsored by Giuseppe & Louis Zuccarello & Family 
 
26. In memory of ROSA ROMANO & SON, JOSEPH ROMANO 
  Sponsored by Giuseppe & Louis Zuccarello & Family 
 
27. In memory of JOHN & ANNE CHIARELLI 
  Sponsored by John Chiarelli 
 
28. In memory of VITO BULLARO 
  Sponsored by Peter Zuccarello 
 
29. In memory of MARIE DANIELE 
  Sponsored by Sabato Daniele 
 
30.  In memory of VINCENT KEEGAN, SR. 
  Sponsored by The Keegan Family 
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ANNOUNCED MASSES FOR THE 
WEEK OF DECEMBER 19, 2011 

 
Monday, December 19 
7:00 Louis Anthony Nicolosi & 
 Antonio Caringella   
12:00 Joseph Peloso 
 
Tuesday, December 20 
8:30 Latkowski Family 
12:00 John Bubolich, Sr. (Anniversary) 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
7:00 Eugene Taheny 
12:00 Cosmo DiTucci 
 
Thursday, December 22 
8:30 Elizabeth Stroetz 
12:00 Stacchini Family 
 
Friday, December 23 
7:00 Edward Ahr  
12:00 Americo DeAngelis 
 
Saturday, December  
8:30 Carlo Cataldo 
 
*********************************** 
 
Collective Intentions Mass --- 
 
 The next Collective          
Intentions Mass will be        
celebrated on  Sunday,  
December 18th at the 11:45am 
Mass. 
 At this Mass we pray for: 
 
 MSGR. EDWARD CONNORS 
 GERALD T. RYAN 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon. -  Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a; Lk 1:5-25                                                  
Tues.- Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26-38 
Wed. - Sg 2:8-14; Lk 1:39-45 
Thurs. - 1Sm 1:24-28; Lk 1:46-56                                                  
Fri. - Mal 3:1-4,23-24; Lk 1:57-66 
Sat. - 2Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16; Lk 1:67-79 
               
WE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE  
PARISH: 
JOSETTE TANZOLA 
JENNIE ROMANO 
MARYANN (IZZO) GERMINO 
SUSANNA WINSHIP 
LENNY KALLU 
BARBARA SATALINO 
ARTOURAS JAOUTAKAS 
FRANCES MANGIARACINA 
 
AND FOR THE DECEASED: 
LAURA LARAQUE 
BIAGIO CERIANO 
ANGELINA MICELI 
********************************* 

MEMORIALS 
 

 The Altar Breads are given in     
memory of THE DECEASED MEMBERS 
OF THE LAURI & O’CONNOR      
FAMILIES requested by The O’Connor 
Family. 
 The Altar Wine is given in memory of 
AMERICO DeANGELIS  requested by 
Marie DiTucci. 
 The Sanctuary Lamp is given in 
memory of MICHAEL & DIANA    
O’CONNOR requested by The O’Connor 
Family. 
 The Altar Candles are burning in 
memory of COACH ROSE 
MUSCHITIELLO requested by The Flukes 
Swim Team. 
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