
FROM THE DESK OF MSGR. TOSI --- 
  
     Repent and Believe the Gospel 
 
 With these words the church began the Season of Lent on Ash Wednesday.  Once 
again the faith of so many people was clearly visible as they came forward to receive the 
Sign of the Cross in Ashes on their forehead. 
 
 What is the goal of our yearly observance of Lent?  The answer it seems to me was 
given by Archbishop Dolan in Rome to become a cardinal.  In answer to a reporter’s question about the 
honor of receiving the title Cardinal, Archbishop Dolan stated his gratitude for the Pope’s selection, but said 
what he really wanted was to be - a saint! 
 
 While those reporters laughed at the answer, the response really stated quite clearly the goal for every 
Christian and the purpose of Lent!  God has called us for nothing less than the dignity of sainthood.  
Holiness is not for a select few but is a universal call to all.  God’s plan for us is to be HOLY. 
 
 How then do we become holy, a saint?  The answer: Repent and Believe.  Repent of our sins through 
conversion and change of heart to embrace the good.  Saints are sinners just like us - but they trust in the 
mercy and love of God to make of them a new creation.  Do we trust enough that God can help us to be 
saints?  Believe in the Good News by fulfilling the Lord’s command in order to gain eternal life:   
LOVE GOD; Love our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
 
 The goal of Lent:  Not a red hat but a crown of everlasting glory won for us in the Passion, Death and 
Resurrection of the Lord. 
 
 We are sinners - but we’re called to be saints.  May the discipline of Lent enable us to see ourselves 
for what we are - saints in the making! 
 
 God bless. 
 
        Let us pray for one another, 
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The First Sunday of Lent                                26 February 2012 
Saint Luke Church, Whitestone, New York 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 As a community of believers in Jesus Christ and in Communion with the universal church, we 
strive to follow the Lord’s command to love God and one another.  Rooted in word and sacrament, we 
grow together as a  Eucharistic community inviting all to the Good News of Jesus. 
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SECOND COLLECTION --- 
 This weekend, February 25 & 26 
there will be two collections.  The first    
collection is for the support of the parish.  
The second collection is for the Black and 
Indian Missions.  Your generosity to both 
collections is greatly appreciated. 
 
 
 
 
 
************************************ 
Padre Pio Prayer Group --- 
 The next meeting of the     
Padre Pio Prayer Group will take 
place on Tuesday, February 28th 
in the church.  All are welcome to 
attend. 
 
************************************ 
Bereavement Group --- 
 The next meeting of the Bereavement 
Group will take place on Tuesday,            
March 6th at 7:30pm in the rectory.  
Through prayer, scripture and faith filled 
sharing this ministry seeks to bring healing 
to those left behind.  If you are interested in 
joining us once a month, please call  
Father Vincent Chirichella at the rectory at 
(718) 746-8102. 
 

 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS --- 
 Please keep this couple in your 
prayers as they prepare to receive the    
Sacrament of Marriage here in our parish. 
 
      Saturday, March 3, 2012 
   3pm 
 
  JAMES HEALI 
     & 
       DANIELLE McKENNA 
 
*********************************** 
CONGRATULATIONS --- 
 To Father Kevin J. Sweeney of our 
parish who is being formally installed as 
pastor of Saint Michael Parish, 4th Avenue 
in Sunset Park, Brooklyn by Bishop          
DiMarzio on Sunday, March 4th.  Please 
keep Father Sweeney in your prayers for the 
success of his ministry.  Congratulations 
also to his mother, Agnes who still lives in 
our parish. 
*********************************** 
EXPOSITION OF THE  
 BLESSED SACRAMENT --- 
 All are invited to spend some time in 
prayer with the Lord present in the Blessed 
Sacrament on the First Friday of each 
month.  The Exposition of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament follows the 8:30am Mass until 
9:00pm when it will close with Benediction.   
 The next Exposition of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament will be on Friday,  
March 2, 2012. 
 And don’t forget...during Lent         
Exposition will take place every Tuesday 
from 1:00pm until 5:00pm. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

February 19   $10,917 
Amount Needed  $13,425 
 
Envelopes Mailed     1,883 
Envelopes Received        632       



CAMPAIGN 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 
  
  GREAT NEWS --- 
                We have reached our goal! 
 Due to the generosity of many parishioners, I am pleased to announce that as of 
February 22nd a total of 
     $3,005,226 
 
has been pledge to the campaign for Saint Luke. 
 Due to such a fantastic response, we can now work to reach our goal of $4,000,000 
which provides us with two advantages: 
 
 1.  One never knows what added costs might be involved once work begins espe-
cially with buildings as old as ours.  The new goal will provide a little extra “security” if 
needed.             
       and 
 2.  We can begin planning for the new Parish Center so needed and important for 
the future growth and viability of the parish. 
 
 So… your pledge is still important.  Don’t wait any longer.  AND thank you to all 
who have already given. 
 
FOR YOUR INFORMATION : 
Q: When will work begin? 
A: We hope to begin work on the church in the near future.  Right now we are reviewing 
bids on firms to prepare scope of work paperwork so that work can go out for bids.  
Hopefully, a decision will be made in the next few weeks. 
Q: What about the Convent? 
A: The demolition of the convent is now planned to begin in the summer months of July 
and August.  Bids for this project have been received and are now being reviewed by 
both the Diocese and the parish. 
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LENT 2012 
AT ST. LUKE CHURCH 

 
1.  Stations of the Cross 
 Monday Evenings at 7:30pm in Italian      Wednesday Afternoons at 1:00pm 
  Friday Evenings at 7:30pm        
   Friday, February 24 - Parish 
   Friday, March 2 - Family 
   Friday, March 9 - Disciples in Mission 
   Friday, March 16 - Liturgical Ministers 
   Friday, March 23 - Prayer Groups 
   Friday, March 30 - Family 
 
2.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Every Tuesday during Lent beginning February 28th from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. 
 
3.  Forty Hours Devotion 
 Beginning Sunday, March 4th at the 1:00pm Mass and continuing through Tuesday, 
 March 6th at the 7:30pm Closing Mass. 
 
4.  Scripture Classes 
 Every Tuesday evening beginning Tuesday, February 28th at 7:00pm in the school hall 
 through Tuesday, March 27th.  Registration is required.  Please look for more details 
 and registration form in this bulletin. 
 
5.  Disciples in Mission  
 Are you Joy Full?  Do you know the joy of the Resurrected Lord? 
 Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
 your joy may be full.”  (John 15:11) 
 St. Luke Disciples in Mission invites you to join with us in our Lenten faith sharing 
 program.  It is an opportunity to know the Lord your God in a deeper way and to come 
 together with your fellow parishioners in small groups to prayerfully read and reflect on 
 the Sunday scripture readings and share in their meaning and application in our  
 everyday life.  We meet once a week for about one hour at a Group Leader’s home 
 beginning the first week of Lent and extending throughout the six week of Lent. 
 You may leave your name and phone number at the rectory and a member of the  
 Disciples in Mission team will get back to you. 
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6.  An Introduction to the Bible 
 
 On the five Tuesdays of Lent, Fr. Dettmer will offer the course “An Introduction to    
the Bible.” 
 
 This course will present an overview of the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures, which 
will be presented within the context of their historical, cultural, and literary development.   
The material will be presented by emphasizing the major themes found throughout the     
Scriptures: Creation, Sin, Covenant, Prophesy, Salvation, and Redemption. 
 
 The hours will count toward the continuing education requirements for St. Luke’s 
School and St. Luke’s Religious Education Teachers.  The course will also be open to all     
parishioners. 
 
   When:  7pm-9pm  Tuesday  February 28 
          March 6, 13, 20 & 27 
 
   Where: St. Luke’s School 
 
 Registration is required.  Please return the tear-off below to the Rectory. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
An Introduction to the Bible 
 
 
NAME__________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



ST. PATRICK’S DINNER PARTY --- 
 Come join the Msgr. Francis J. Dillon Council Knights of Columbus for 
the second   annual St. Patrick’s Dinner Party on Saturday, March 3 from 
7pm to 11pm in the St. Luke’s School Hall.  Event features a delicious Irish 
meal - Corned beef, cabbage and potatoes with Irish soda bread (feel free to 
bring your own soda bread it you wish).  There will be plenty of raffle prizes, a 
50/50, DJ, Irish Step Dancing, games for the kids and a good time for all!    
Admission: $25 per adult, $10 for children 11-15, and children 10 and under 
are FREE.  For tickets, please call any of the following people: 
             
Sam Neglia - 646-515-7890          Damian/Lisa Scardamaglia 516-375-2766 
Tim/Shannon Kiley 718-746-0165    Eddie Weisenburger 917-667-2835 
 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
 
ST. LUKE’S ANNUAL ITALIAN DINNER-DANCE 
IN HONOR OF SAINT JOSEPH  --- 
 Join us on Saturday, March 17th for our annual Dinner Dance in 
Honor of Saint Joseph.  This event will take place in St. Luke’s School Hall 
from 7:00pm until Midnight.  Great food, great music, raffles and fun!       
Tickets are $55 per person.        
 For more information, please call Damiana Testa at (718) 746-6269. 
 
 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRE-JORDAN PROGRAM --- 
 If you are planning a Baptism, please note the following dates: 
   Baptism Sunday  Baptism Class                                                                   
   March 11 & 25  March 19 
   April 29   April 16 
   May 20 & 27  May 21 
   June 10 & 24  June 18 
 
 For more information, please call the rectory at 718-746-8102. 
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SPECIAL SAINT JOSEPH MASS IN ITALIAN --- 
 Monday, March 19th is the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  In addition to the regular parish Masses in English at 7:00am and 12:00 noon there 
will be a Mass in Italian in Honor of Saint Joseph at 7:00pm. 
 Before the Mass at 6:30pm there will be the blessing of a new statue of Saint Joseph 
and the child Jesus to be located in the parking lot across from the church.  We wish to thank 
Luigi Romano for the donation of the statue in memory of his son Giuseppe and his loving 
wife Rosa.                               . 
 Join us for both the blessing of the statue and the celebration of Mass in honor of Saint 
Joseph and start a new parish tradition. 
 
Speaking of Traditions --- 
 If any parishioner is setting up a Saint Joseph altar in their house and would like it 
blessed by one of the parish priests, please call the rectory. 
 
MESSA SPECIALE DI SAN GIUSEPPE IN ITALIANO --- 
 Lunedi 19 Marzo e la ricorrenza della Solennita di San Giuseppe, Sposo della Beata 
Vergine Maria.  Oltre alla Messa regolare delle 7:00 del mattino e di mexxogiorno ci sara 
anche una Messa in Italiano in onore di San Giuseppe alle 7:00 della sera. 
 Prima della Messa, alle 6:30, ci sara la Benedizione della statua di San Giuseppe e del 
Bambino Gesu che sara, dopo, posta nel parcheggio di fronte alla Chiesa. 
 Vogliamo ringraziare Luigi Romano per la donazione della statua in memoria del figlio 
Giuseppe e della moglie Rosa. 
 Unitevi a noi per la Benedizione della statua ed a celebrare l’Eucarestia in Onore di San 
Giuseppe cominciando cosi una nuova tradizione della nostra parrocchia. 
 
Parlando di Tradizione --- 
 Se qualche parrocchiano di San Luca prepara l’Altare di San Giuseppe in casa, e vor-
rebbe farlo Benedire da uno dei Sacerdoti, e pregato di chiamare la Rettoria. 
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GIORNATA DI PREGHIERA PER LA QUARESIMA 
Apostolato Italiano Nazionale 

N.I.A.C. 
3 Marzo 2012 

Immaculate Conception Center 
Douglaston, Queens 

 
La giornata comincera alle 9 del mattino e concludera con las celebrazione della  

S. Messa.  Presiede il nostro vescovo, S.E. 
Mons. Nicholas DiMarzio. 
(tutto in lingua italiana) 

Rosario 
Via Crucis 

Conferenza spiritual 
Vendita dei libri 

Pranzo caldo incluso 
$15.00 per person 

 
Per pre notare un spazio parlare con Fernando Minchella, Damiana Testa o  

Angela Masullo o chiamare la chiesa. 
 

***************************************************** 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR LENT 

National Italian Apostolate 
N.I.A.C. 

March 3, 2012 
Immaculate Conception Center 

Douglaston, Queens 
 

The day will begin at 9am and conclude with the celebration of Holy Mass.   
Our Bishop, His Excellency Nicholas DiMarzio will preside.   

(all services will be conducted in Italian) 
Rosary 

Stations of the Cross 
Spiritual Conference 
Hot lunch included 

$15.00 
 

To reserve a seat, please speak to Fernando Minchella, Damiana Testa or                          
Angela Masullo or call the Rectory. 
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HOLY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI            
REUNION --- 
 Saturday, March 10, 2012, from 7pm-11:30pm 
(liturgy at 5:30pm): Holy Cross High School Alumni 
Homecoming Reunion, 
Classes‘62,’67,’72,’77,’82,’87,’92,’97,’02,’07.        
Tickets are $65 per person.  Contact Jennifer Dullahan 
at (718) 886-7250, ext. 609;  jdulla-
han@holycrosshs.org. 
 
DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE --- 
 Join us on a Diocesan Pilgrimage to   Ireland and 
to the 50th International Eucharistic Congress.          
June 8-18,2012. Chaplains Fr. Brian Dowd &              
Fr. James Cunningham.  Spiritual Director:            
Bishop Frank Caggiano. For a brochure call: 1-800-
225-7662. 
 
THE ITALIAN AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
ST. MEL’S --- 
 Invita tutti alla Gran Festa di San Giuseppe.                                                               
Venerdi 16 Marzo 2012 nella Chiesa di St. Mel ore 7:30pm - 26-15 154th St., Flushing.                        
Messa Solenne con il Vescovo Frank Caggiano e distribuzione del pane.                                                
(Seguiranno rinfreschi in Father O’Malley Hall) 
 
37th ANNUAL IRISH CULTURAL DAY on Sunday, March 4th from noon to 5pm at  
St. Mel’s Church (Auditorium) 154th St. & 26th Ave., Flushing 
Continuous live Irish music, song and dance, exhibits (displaying and selling).   
Adults $6, children under 12 free.  Free tea/coffee, Irish soda bread/cake.  Sponsored by 
L.A.O.H. Div. 15, Whitestone.  For more info call (718) 746-3837.  
 
FLUSHING FIRST FRIDAY CLUB --- 
 Friday, March 2 at 12 noon.  Guest speaker: Father Ramon Frias, St. John the Baptist 
Church, N.Y.C.  Verdi’s Restaurant.  Cost:  $25 
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ANNOUNCED MASSES FOR THE 
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 27, 2012 

 
Monday, February 27 
7:00 For a Special Intention                                 
12:00 Antonina & Antonina Cacioppo 
 
Tuesday, February 28 
8:30  Michael Dennehy (Anniversary) 
12:00 Dinka & Anton Honovic 
 
Wednesday, February 29 
7:00 For a Special Intention 
12:00 Gilda & Carlo Bonetti 
 
Thursday, March 1 
8:30 Deceased Members of the Downey 
 & O’Connell families  
12:00 Antonija & Josip Trdoslavic 
 
Friday, March 2 
7:00 Peter Spagnoli 
8:30 Patrick Bruen 
12:00 Angela & Paolo Mossa & Family 
 
Saturday, March 3 
8:30 Ida Bacchia (Anniversary) 
 
*********************************** 
 
Collective Intentions Mass --- 
 
 The next Collective          
Intentions Mass will be        
celebrated on  Saturday, 
March 10th at 12 noon. 
 
 At this Mass we pray for: 
 
     SUSAN SODANO 
  
      GIUSEPPINA TARDUGNO 
 
   MARIA DIGIORGIO 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon. - Lv 19:1-2,11-18; Mt 25:31-46   
Tues.- Is 55:10-11; Mt 6:7-15  
Wed. - Jon 3:1-10; Lk 11:29-32 
Thurs. - Est C:12,14-16,23-25; Mt 7:7-12                                                   
Fri. - Ez 18:21-28; Mt 5:20-26 
Sat. - Dt 26:16-19; Mt 5:43-48 
               
WE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE  
PARISH: 
 
JOSETTE TANZOLA 
JENNIE ROMANO 
BARBARA SATALINO 
ARTOURAS JAOUTAKAS 
ANTHONY TROTTA 
GRACE MARIA TRINDADE 
LOUIS FIAMMA 
WILLIAM BARRY 
ANNA IVERSON 
 
AND FOR THE DECEASED: 
ANTHONY CHIANESE 
MARY P. SOWCHUK 
GLORIA DESANCTIS 
JOHN T. KANE 
LORRAINE GAVIGAN 
KATHLEEN CROPPER 
MARILYN SAKIS 
AGOSTINA BAIO 
ROSE STEPHENSON 
 
********************************* 

MEMORIALS 
 

 The Altar Candles are burning       
FOR A SPECIAL INTENTION. 
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