
FROM THE DESK OF MSGR. TOSI --- 
  
 And He was transfigured before them and his clothes became dazzling white… 
 Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; from the cloud came a voice, 
 “This is my beloved Son.  Listen to Him.” 
        (Mark 9:2-10) 
 
 On this Second Sunday of Lent the church each year relates the event of the 
Transfiguration of Jesus.  Today the church wants us to focus on the goal not only of Lent but of the life of 
every Christian - the Glory of Heaven.  The Cross - its suffering and humiliation - and the Passion predicted 
by Jesus is not the end for which we long.  NO, rather, the wood of the Cross is the means by which we are 
saved and so share the glory of Jesus’ transfiguration.  As St. Paul tells us if we have united ourselves to 
Christ in death we shall be united to Christ in newness of life. 
 And in order to unite ourselves to Christ we must heed the words spoken from the cloud: “This is my 
beloved Son.  Listen to Him.”  In this communication age we have so many devices to help us “keep in 
touch”.  We have become good talkers - but what about listening?  Sometimes I ‘m so busy talking to God; 
telling Him my problems and suggesting what He said do that I leave so little time for God to speak to me.  
Yet, isn’t communication a two way street?  Do you know someone who constantly talks to you but gives 
you little opportunity to talk with him/her?  Are we that type of person toward God? 
 Perhaps this Lent we can accept the discipline of listening - to God and to others.  Do I mean 
listening for a voice from heaven out of a cloud?  No.  God speaks to us in far more ordinary ways, things 
and yes, even people.  If only we listen. 
 Try it - you might like it! 
 God bless. 
 
        Let us pray for one another, 
 
 
 
“So you could not keep watch with me for one hour?” 
 These words of Jesus to Peter in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night before He died for us could 
as well be spoken to you - and me.  But we can “keep watch”. 
 Starting today (Sunday, March 4) the parish will celebrate Forty Hours Devotion.  Beginning with the 
1:00pm Mass on Sunday the Blessed Sacrament will be on the altar of the church for 40 hours - night and 
day - until the Closing Mass on Tuesday, March 6 at 7:30pm. 
 Come - keep watch with Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament; spend time in prayer; listen to Jesus; 
talk with Him. 
 What a special time of Grace. 
 So you could not keep watch with me for one hour? 
 How will you and I answer? 
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The Second Sunday of Lent                                4 March 2012 
Saint Luke Church, Whitestone, New York 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 As a community of believers in Jesus Christ and in Communion with the universal church, we 
strive to follow the Lord’s command to love God and one another.  Rooted in word and sacrament, we 
grow together as a  Eucharistic community inviting all to the Good News of Jesus. 
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SECOND COLLECTION --- 
 Thank you to all those who so        
generously contributed to last week’s second 
collection for Black & Indian Missions.  The 
total amount collected was $1,976. 
 Thank you and God bless.   
 
 
 
************************************ 
Bereavement Group --- 
 The next meeting of the Bereavement 
Group will take place on Tuesday,            
March 6th at 7:30pm in the rectory.  
Through prayer, scripture and faith filled 
sharing this ministry seeks to bring healing 
to those left behind.  If you are interested in 
joining us once a month, please call  
Father Vincent Chirichella at the rectory at 
(718) 746-8102. 
 
*********************************** 
SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS --- 
 
 In addition to the many Masses     
celebrated and the many other acts of prayer 
and worship to our God, in the month of 
February we celebrated as a parish         
community: 
 
12 Baptisms     13 Funerals     1 Wedding 
 
 We rejoice with those who rejoice and 
share the sorrow of those who mourn for we 
are one Body in Christ. 

 
 
 
 
CONGRATULATIONS --- 
 Please keep this couple in your 
prayers as they prepare to receive the    
Sacrament of Marriage here in our parish. 
 
      Saturday, March 3, 2012 
   3pm 
 
  JAMES HEALY 
     & 
       DANIELLE McKENNA 
 
*********************************** 
A REMINDER --- 
 As in past years all parish meetings - 
including all organizations and prayer 
groups - are cancelled during Holy Week 
and Easter Week from Saturday, March 31st 
to Sunday, April 15th.  All meetings resume 
the week of April 16th.  Hopefully this 
change to our regular parish schedule will 
help focus us on the sacred events of 
Christ’s Passion, Death and Resurrection 
taking place in Holy Week and provide a  
little rest after Easter. 
*********************************** 
PARKING LOT REQUEST --- 
 
 Please be considerate of your 
neighbors when using the parking lot across 
from the church.  Please do not block        
already parked cars when parking and keep 
within parking spaces marked by the white 
lines. 
 Your cooperation is greatly               
appreciated. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

February 26   $12,766 
Amount Needed  $13,425 
 
Envelopes Mailed     1,883 
Envelopes Received        669       



CAMPAIGN 
O 
R 
N 
E 
R 
  
 We now have a thermometer in front of the church to let everyone know the good news 
as our pledge total grows! 
 As of Wednesday, February 29th the total pledged is 
      $3,008,476 
 So --- we continue to need your pledge.  Many still assure me that they plan to make a 
pledge to the Campaign. 
 Please make your pledge today!  
GOOD NEWS --- 
 A computer program for billing purposes is now up and running.  Soon we will be able 
to send billing reminders to those who pledged to the campaign.  Sorry for the delay - it was a 
bigger process than first thought. 
 You can still make a payment by sending it to the rectory in an envelope marked  
“Campaign” or to the attention of Msgr. Tosi.  
*************************************************************************** 
  
A THANK YOU --- 
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LENT 2012 
AT ST. LUKE CHURCH 

 
 
1.  Stations of the Cross 
 Monday Evenings at 7:30pm in Italian      Wednesday Afternoons at 1:00pm 
  Friday Evenings at 7:30pm        
   
   Friday, March 2 - Disciples in Mission 
   Friday, March 9 - Family 
   Friday, March 16 - Liturgical Ministers 
   Friday, March 23 - Family 
   Friday, March 30 - Prayer Groups 
 
2.  Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Every Tuesday during Lent beginning February 28th from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. 
 
3.  Forty Hours Devotion 
 Beginning Sunday, March 4th at the 1:00pm Mass and continuing through Tuesday, 
 March 6th at the 7:30pm Closing Mass. 
 
4.  Scripture Classes 
 Every Tuesday evening beginning Tuesday, February 28th at 7:00pm in the school hall 
 through Tuesday, March 27th.  Registration is closed. 
 
5.  Disciples in Mission  
 Are you Joy Full?  Do you know the joy of the Resurrected Lord? 
 Jesus said, “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that 
 your joy may be full.”  (John 15:11) 
 St. Luke Disciples in Mission invites you to join with us in our Lenten faith sharing 
 program.  It is an opportunity to know the Lord your God in a deeper way and to come 
 together with your fellow parishioners in small groups to prayerfully read and reflect on 
 the Sunday scripture readings and share in their meaning and application in our  
 everyday life.  We meet once a week for about one hour at a Group Leader’s home 
 beginning the first week of Lent and extending throughout the six week of Lent. 
 You may leave your name and phone number at the rectory and a member of the  
 Disciples in Mission team will get back to you. 
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ST. LUKE’S ANNUAL ITALIAN DINNER-DANCE 
IN HONOR OF SAINT JOSEPH  --- 
Join us on Saturday, March 17th for our annual Dinner Dance in Honor of Saint 
Joseph.  This event will take place in St. Luke’s School Hall from 7:00pm until 
Midnight.  Great food, great music, raffles and fun!   Tickets are $55 per person.  
For more info, please call Damiana Testa at (718) 746-6269. 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
PRE-JORDAN PROGRAM --- 
 If you are planning a Baptism, please note the following dates: 
   Baptism Sunday  Baptism Class                                                                   
                                    March 19 
   April 29   April 16 
   May 20 & 27  May 21 
   June 10 & 24  June 18 
 For more information, please call the rectory at 718-746-8102. 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 

Page 7 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL SAINT JOSEPH MASS IN ITALIAN --- 
 Monday, March 19th is the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  In addition to the regular parish Masses in English at 7:00am and 12:00 noon there 
will be a Mass in Italian in Honor of Saint Joseph at 7:00pm. 
 Before the Mass at 6:30pm there will be the blessing of a new statue of Saint Joseph 
and the child Jesus to be located in the parking lot across from the church.  We wish to thank 
Luigi Romano for the donation of the statue in memory of his son Giuseppe and his loving 
wife Rosa.                               . 
 Join us for both the blessing of the statue and the celebration of Mass in honor of Saint 
Joseph and start a new parish tradition.  If you wish you may bring bread to be blessed at this 
Mass. 
 
Speaking of Traditions --- 
 If any parishioner is setting up a Saint Joseph altar in their house and would like it 
blessed by one of the parish priests, please call the rectory. 
 
MESSA SPECIALE DI SAN GIUSEPPE IN ITALIANO --- 
 Lunedi 19 Marzo e la ricorrenza della Solennita di San Giuseppe, Sposo della Beata 
Vergine Maria.  Oltre alla Messa regolare delle 7:00 del mattino e di mexxogiorno ci sara 
anche una Messa in Italiano in onore di San Giuseppe alle 7:00 della sera. 
 Prima della Messa, alle 6:30, ci sara la Benedizione della statua di San Giuseppe e del 
Bambino Gesu che sara, dopo, posta nel parcheggio di fronte alla Chiesa. 
 Vogliamo ringraziare Luigi Romano per la donazione della statua in memoria del figlio 
Giuseppe e della moglie Rosa. 
 Unitevi a noi per la Benedizione della statua ed a celebrare l’Eucarestia in Onore di San 
Giuseppe cominciando cosi una nuova tradizione della nostra parrocchia. 
 
Parlando di Tradizione --- 
 Se qualche parrocchiano di San Luca prepara l’Altare di San Giuseppe in casa, e vor-
rebbe farlo Benedire da uno dei Sacerdoti, e pregato di chiamare la Rettoria. 
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MASSES IN HONOR OF ST. JOSEPH & ST. PATRICK ---     
 The month of March celebrates two great saints of the church - Saint Patrick - March 
17th and Saint Joseph - March 19th.  Devotion to the saints reminds us of the universal call to 
holiness for all Christians.  Each of us is called to holiness.  As we week the intercessions of 
the saints - we pray that we might imitate their goodness and virtue. 

Special Masses in Honor of Saints Patrick and Joseph will be held here at Saint Luke:
 Saint Patrick, March 17th Mass will be celebrated at 8:30am.  Refreshments will fol-
low in the School Hall.  Parishioners are invited to bring their homemade goodies - including 
soda bread - to the hall before Mass.         
 Saint Joseph, March 19th Mass will be celebrated at 7:00am and 12 noon.  Refresh-
ments will follow after the noon Mass in the School Hall.  A Mass in Italian will be celebrated 
at 7:00pm with refreshments to follow in the School Hall. 

*************************************************************************** 

FIRST PENANCE --- TO BE CELEBRATED       
 As part of their preparation for First Holy Communion, the boys and girls in our school 
and Religious Education Program will receive the Sacrament of First Penance (Confession) 
during the Season of Lent.  Please keep the boys and girls in your prayers. 

 Three special Penance Services will be held on: 

  March 3 - St. Luke School 

  March 10 - Religious Education Program 

  March 17 - Religious Education Program 

************************************************************************* 

SPEAKING OF CONFESSION --- 

 When was the last time you went to the Sacrament of Penance?  What a great gift to 
experience the love and mercy of God in this sacrament.  Jesus so often spoke of God’s love 
for us especially for the sinner.          
 The Sacrament of Confession is held every Saturday from 3:30pm to 4:30pm in the 
church.  AND don’t forget Reconciliation Monday - April 2nd - when the Sacrament will be 
available throughout the day in all the churches - including St. Luke - of the Diocese.  Please 
consult the bulletin for additional details. 
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AQUINAS PROGRAM 

 
St. Luke School is proud to announce the reinstatement of the Aquinas Society. The goal of 
this program is to promote excellence in education by presenting intellectually stimulating  

experiences for students who are academically capable of advanced work. 
This trimester’s project will be the literary analysis of Arthur Miller’s play, 

Death of a Salesman. Students will be given the opportunity to showcase their creativity and 
strengthen skills such as writing and public speaking. 

The students meet each Monday during their lunch recess to read, discuss 
and collaborate. Upon completion, the Aquinas Society will be attending the 

Broadway production of the play at the Barrymore Theatre. 
Congratulations  

to all the students whose academic performance qualified 
them to be invited to participate in the program. 

Page 16 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 17 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 18 



ANNOUNCED MASSES FOR THE 
WEEK OF MARCH 5, 2012 

 
Monday, March 5 
7:00 Sabatino Carcone                                            
12:00 Mario Cerasuolo (Anniversary) 
 
Tuesday, March 6 
8:30  Josephine Farish 
12:00 Fiamma, DeMarco, Costanzo 
 & Tamborello Families 
 
Wednesday, March 7 
7:00 Louis Anthony Nicolosi 
12:00 Rosa Varlese 
 
Thursday, March 8 
8:30 Marion Saffer (Birthday) 
12:00 Frank Ventura (Anniversary) 
 
Friday, March 9 
7:00 Alfredo & Maria Ranallo 
12:00 Ed Pompa & Rose Marchetti 
 
Saturday, March 10 
8:30 Ivana Pezzulich & Family 
 
*********************************** 
Collective Intentions Mass --- 
 The next Collective          
Intentions Mass will be        
celebrated on  Saturday, 
March 10th at 12 noon. 
 At this Mass we pray for: 
 
     SUSAN SODANO 
  
      GIUSEPPINA TARDUGNO 
 
   MARIA DIGIORGIO 
 
 CALOGERO LOGIUDICE 
 
   CHRISTINA GORJA 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 
Mon. -  Dn 9:4b-10; Lk 6:36-38 
Tues.- Is 1:10,16-20; Mt 23:1-12  
Wed. - Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28 
Thurs. -  Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31                                                  
Fri. - Gn 37:3-4,12-13a,17b-28;  
          Mt 21:33-43,45-46 
Sat. - Mi 7:14-15,18-20; Lk 15:1-3,11-32 
               
WE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE  
PARISH: 
JOSETTE TANZOLA 
JENNIE ROMANO 
ARTOURAS JAOUTAKAS 
ANTHONY TROTTA 
LOUIS FIAMMA 
ANNA IVERSON 
EDWARD MORLEY 
 
AND FOR THE DECEASED: 
WILLIAM BARRY 
KENNETH HABERSKI 
JOSEPH STEIPER 
JOSEPH P. COLLETTI 
MATTHEW N. LUPOLI 
 
********************************* 

MEMORIALS 
 

 The Altar Bread is given in memory 
of MAUREEN O’CONNOR requested by 
Pat & Peggy Sullivan. 
 The Altar Wine is given in memory of 
MAUREEN O’CONNOR requested by Pat 
& Peggy Sullivan. 
 The Sanctuary Lamp is given in 
memory of ANTHONY NICOLOSI at the 
request of his mother. 
 The Altar Candles are burning in 
memory of LOUIS ANTHONY NICOLOSI 
at the request of Tina Nicolosi and brother 
Pat and family. 
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